
Laborer’s Union Local 165 sponsored a mobile food 
pantry in partnership with the Peoria Area Food 
Bank. The mobile pantry was held on November 2, 
2019 from 10 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. at the East Bluff 
Community Center parking lot located at 512 E. 
Kansas St., Peoria.

“Laborers Local 165 has always been a very community-
minded organization that has a hard time sitting on the 
sidelines doing nothing while folks in our community 
are suffering. We felt it was necessary to take some 
action and provide a meal or two for those who may 
not know where their next one could come from,” stated 
Matt Bartolo, Local 165’s President.

“I want to thank Laborer’s Union Local 165 for 
this opportunity to not only distribute some much 
needed food into an area that lacks a grocery store 
and fresh produce, but also to discuss opportunities 
for employment with the building trades,” said 
Wayne Cannon, Food Bank Manager at the Peoria 
Area Food Bank.

Laborer’s Union Local 165 Partners With Peoria Area 
Food Bank To Host A Mobile Food Pantry
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Our mission is to supply food 
and grocery products to a 
network of food pantries 
in a three county area. As 
He multiplied the Loaves 

and Fishes, we can feed the 
hungry in our area.

@PIAfoodbank

“Hello, my name is Sue and I come to this 
pantry because me and my husband are 
on social security/disability. My husband 
has been sick since he was 35 years old; he 
turned 65 this year. He has had a stroke, 
he is blind in one eye, he has an incurable 
skin disease. Without the pantries, vendors, 
and everyone that gives we would have no 
food at all because the money doesn’t go 
that far. I want to thank all of them and 
I want to thank God for putting it on 
their hearts to give to the food bank.”

Sue: Liberty Baptist Food 
Pantry in Pekin

Since I’ve been the Manager of the Peoria Area Food Bank, I’ve met 

many amazing people. They include volunteers, employees, clients, 

and supporters. They’re good Mid-western folk like "Karen."

This dear woman is a widow, more than 90 years old. During 

winter, she struggles just to pay the heating bill in her modest 

home. Often, she has nothing left for food ... And yet she’s a 

faithful volunteer at one of our member agencies. She gives her 

time generously. Karen also receives a bag of food when she 

experiences a tough month. This partnership represents the 

best values of cooperation and kindness in our community.

There are so many other “Karens” living in our communities. Many 

families and seniors are struggling. In fact, many retirees "outlive 

their savings." Their challenges intensify greatly in winter as utility 

bills soar. That’s why the Peoria Area Food Bank has established 

an ambitious goal to increase the number of meals we provide in 

2020 — up to 2,500,000, about 250,000 more than last year. This 

critical effort would be a nonstarter without loyal friends like you!

Thank you for partnering with us to feed hungry families 

and seniors across Central Illinois. You are a true force for 

good in our community, and words can’t fully express how 

much I appreciate your caring and kindness.

Wayne W. Cannon, Food Bank Manager



Client Spotlight

"My name is Stacie. We were a family of five when we 
started coming to the Food Panty. My two older children are 
independent and living on their own now, but we are still a 
family of three.

We used to use Share Food in Peoria through the Catholic 
Diocese and then they closed. We tried to function with the 
same amount of money at Kroger’s or Aldi’s and it just didn’t 
work. I was proud for a while until there was literally nothing 
in the cabinets, if I didn’t go to a food pantry then my children 
wouldn’t eat. I was a stay-at-home mom at the time and I 
did daycare but things were tight. The first day I stood in line I 
literally prayed 'God this isn’t who we are, but we’ll come out 
stronger on the other side.' That was eight years ago. 

We started volunteering within that first couple of weeks because that’s who I am. You feel like you’re kind 
of earning or giving back something. Then we found out how beautiful the people are who actually run 
the Food Pantry and we call it our Saturday family. There are weeks we don’t need the food, but we 
still come every week to serve because our weeks are not the same without our Saturday family. 
Through every step, we have felt loved … loved in a very tangible way with the cart of food, but 
also with the warmth of the pantry. When they would ask you ‘How has your week been?’ they meant it. 
Sometimes I’m reminded when I greet people because sometimes we are the only people that care about 
how the week is going. So when we do follow up every week asking ‘How is your mom doing?’ or ‘How is 
your son doing in school now?’ it means a lot that we do make that connection and that we care.”

Stacie 
Community Harvest Food Pantry in Morton

“Hi, I’m Lorie and this is my grandson Camden. This food 
pantry has helped us tremendously. We are residents of 
Chillicothe and we love everybody here. They are so kind 
and helpful.” After the interview ended and I put away 
my camera, Lorie said she was about to tear up. Her family 
was at the food pantry that day because all they had at 
home was a bag of frozen french fries and no money  
for groceries.

Lorie and Camden 
Richland Bridge Food Pantry in Chillicothe



Willis Sutter has been volunteering at the Peoria Area 
Food Bank for the past 10 or so years. However, he came 
in on a mild December day and informed us that this will 
be his last day to volunteer at the Food Bank. His legs are 
giving out on him and he will no longer be able to fulfill 
his normal tasks.

Willis is a member of the Metamora Mennonite 
Church that operates the Open Arms Food Pantry. 
He is getting up in age and his legs are not doing so 
well. We will miss his dedication to feeding hungry 
people in our community.

Sherman's Children 
Meals to Service our 
Backpack Programs

Open Arms Food Pantry Long 
Time Volunteer Retires

15-PEOIL-0220-N

Willis Sutter & 
Jeanette Wennmacher

Sherman’s and the Peoria Area Food Bank 
will partner to deliver 10,000 meals to 
children living in our community. Sherman’s 
staff will package and deliver the meals to 
the Peoria Area Food Bank on February 4, 
2020. The meals for the children will consist 
of 6 servings containing rice, soy protein, 
21 minerals and vitamins, seasoning, and 
7 veggies. The meals will be delivered and 
distributed to the nine backpack programs 
the PAFB serves.

“The fact that thousands of children die 
each day due to lack of food and nutrition 
is unacceptable. I’m proud that we have the 
opportunity to help locally in our community. 
Giving back is a big part of why folks like 
shopping at Sherman’s,” says Paul Sherman, 
General Manager of Sherman’s.

"I started volunteering at the food pantry in 
about 2010, two years before the Metamora 
Mennonite began operating it. Soon after, my 
church began running it and I began serving on 
its board. Even after 10 years, I still serve on the 
board and do some less strenuous jobs."


