First Homes in East Bluff Development Completed
The first two homes in the
East Bluff Development project
have been completed and are
for sale. They are located at
811 and 815 Behrends Avenue
in Peoria and are part of a bigger project in the east bluff consisting of 6 new construction
homes and 8 rehabs. It is anticipated that the entire project
will be completed by September
2017.
A ribbon cutting for these
two homes will be held on December 15, after which the
homes will be available for sale
for $88,000 to $90,000. Eligible
purchasers may be qualified for
down payment assistance of up
to $15,000.

Eligibility requirements for
purchase of these homes apply.
Home ownership counseling is
a requirement.
These homes are 1,450
square feet, with either one or
two car garage, three
bedrooms
and 2.5 baths.
Funding
for this project
is provided by
Greater Peoria LISC, a
grant from the
Illinois Attorney General,
the City of Peoria, Caterpil-

lar, Inc. and other private donors.
For more information contact METEC at (309) 676-3828
or Navicore Solutions at (866)
472-4557 ext. 80174.

HELPING PEOPLE. CHANGING LIVES,
FOR EVERY STAGE OF LIFE.

711 W. McBean St.
Peoria, IL 61605

THE PROMISE OF
COMMUNITY ACTION
Community Action changes people's
lives, embodies the spirit of hope,
improves communities, and makes
America a better place to live.
We care about the entire community,
and we are dedicated to helping
people help themselves and each
other.
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Peoria Promise provides tuition reimbursement to eligible students who enroll in
classes at Illinois Central College (ICC).
Students must be a resident of the City of
Peoria and attend 4 years of high school at
and graduate from a Peoria High School
(Dunlap, IVCH, Limestone, Manual, Notre
Dame, Peoria Christian, Peoria High, Peoria
Heights, Peoria Regional, Peoria Quest,
Richwoods).
Deadlines for applications are generally
the ends of the school year, for the following
fall semester. Check www.peoriapromise.org
for exact deadlines. Or call (309) 999-4022.
Peoria Promise will reimburse a maximum of 12 credit hours per semester.
Remember, there is no minimum number of
classes that you need to take. Take as few
classes as you needed to be successfully
complete your classes.
Example of reimbursement: Anna just finished her first semester at ICC and successfully
completed 3 of her 4 courses, specifically 9 out
of 12 credit hours. Based on her EFC of 50401
on her SAR, Anna receives a letter from Peoria
Promise assigning her 50% reimbursement. Anna meets with a Peoria Promise representative
and is reimbursed 9 credit hours x$140/hour =
$1260 x50%= $630.

PCCEO is offering special financial assistance for
students who are currently enrolled in training for careers in
the Health Care Field, including the following fields of study:
Paramedic, Nurse Assistant, Phlebotomist, Licensed Practical Nurse, Respiratory Therapist, Emergency Medical Technician. This financial assistance may be used for bus passes, books, fees, uniforms and other items not covered by
FASFA.
Applicants
must be CSBG eligible. They must
also either be a
current student in
the health care
field, or they must
pass a TABE test
with 10th grade
reading and math
skills. A background test and drug screening will be administered and
must be passed.
Applicants may also be eligible for CSBG Scholarships, which they can apply for in January of 2017.
For more information on this ongoing financial assistance program for Health Care Career training, please contact Robin Gathers at (309) 671-3900 or stop by PCCEO at
711 W. McBean Street for more information and to fill out an
application.

Southside Peoria Brightened from “Lights On Till Dawn” Campaign
A partnership between
Southside Community United for
Change, Inc. and three Bradley
students encouraged Southside
residents to brighten their
neighborhood through
the “Lights on Till Dawn”
campaign. The campaign
educated residents on
the importance of leaving
their porch and exterior
lights on throughout the
night in an effort to increase visibility and safety throughout the neighborhood with the aim of
also decreasing crime.
On Oct. 29, volunteers from Bradley University, the Peoria Police
Explorers program, and Peoria
City Council members Denise
Moore and Beth Jensen went

door-to-door on 1600-1800 Millman and Howett St., installing
LED light bulbs donated by
Ameren Illinois. The volunteers

also educated residents about
the cost-efficiency of the LED
light bulbs, which cost only two

cents to leave on for 12 hours,
as opposed 16 cents for a traditional incandescent light bulb.
Later, the "Lights On Till
Dawn" program led by
Southside Community
United for Change Inc.
partnered with the PCCEO
and the Community Core
Initiative to celebrate the
Southside Community with
a Halloween-themed block
party that included food,
games, prizes, and a
presentation about light
and safety featuring South
Side Resident Officer Chris
White and Emily Yuill from
Bradley University.
***Photo provided by Hope
Webb

Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation Donates $8000
to Peoria Area Food Bank
Foundation’s Fill Your
Tank Program Supports
Peoria Area Food Bank’s
Efforts to Fight Hunger in
Central Illinois
Peoria

Food Bank has received $8000 from the Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation to
address food insecurity in Peoria, IL. The donation is part of a
program – called Fill Your
Tank – that celebrates Enterprise Rent-A-Car’s 60th
anniversary by providing
$60 million over six years to
fight hunger around the
globe. The Fill Your Tank
program donations made

2

locally are determined by local
Enterprise operations.
Beyond donations, Enterprise Rent-A-Car is supporting
the Fill Your Tank program with
a hunger awareness and local
engagement campaign. Hunger
is often invisible and the campaign helps make hunger in our
communities more visible.

In presenting the donation,
Dave Carriere, Group Human
Resources Manager, said,
“Enterprise Rent-A-Car is woven
into the fabric of the Peoria, IL
community and food insecurity is
an issue for our community. This
donation to Peoria Food Bank
will support those in our community who need a little help to
reach to their full potential.”
Globally, one in nine
people don’t get enough food
to be healthy and lead an active life, according to the
World Food Programme. Today, more than a third of
households served by Feeding America include at least
one child.

Foster Grandparent Annual
Thanksgiving Luncheon

3

On Thursday November 17, the Foster Grandparent Program had its Annual Foster Grandparent Veteran Thanksgiving
Luncheon.
Eric Dunning, Outreach Counselor, brought 25 veterans
who are homeless and displaced to join us for lunch. The Veterans talked about the jobs that they use to perform and the
branch of service that they had served in.
The children from Trewyn Head Start sang songs and presented the Veterans with hand made cards thanking them for
the service that they gave to our country.
This year was a great success for the Veterans event. With
all of the socks, gloves and personal hygiene items that were
donated, the Veterans Association was able to be make a bigger impact for the homeless and displaced members.
The items that are collected were distributed to attendees
and what was left over was stored to distribute throughout the
year as a need arises. We look forward to having the event in
November of 2017.

Administration
Central Illinois Catering
Emergency Services
Energy Assistance
Human Resources
Media Services
Weatherization

(309) 671-3900

PCCEO Holiday Schedule

Foster Grandparents
(309) 671-3950
Peoria Area Food Bank
(309) 671-3906
OKPARA Leasing
(Affordable Housing)
(309) 673-1508

December 14—Foster Grandparent Holiday Sing-Along at
Rosewood Nursing Home 10:15am

Early Head Start

December 22— Head Start/Early Head Start Winter Wonderland @ Webster Head Start
December 23—January 9—Head Start on Holiday Break.
December 23—Offices Close at Noon
December 26—Offices CLOSED for Christmas
December 30—Offices close at Noon

January 1—Offices CLOSED for New Years Day
In case of closures due to inclement weather,
check with local TV stations or online
at www.cinewsnow.com

www.facebook.com/peoriacommunityaction

Administration
(309) 495-5254
Pierson Hills
(309) 839-2106
Harrison
(309) 672-6522 ext. 6851

HEAD START CENTERS
Webster
(309) 671-3960
Trewyn
(309) 671-3958
Manual
(309) 672-6600
Valeska Hinton
(309) 672-6810
Harrison
(309) 672-6522
Urban League
(309) 673-7474
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