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PEORIA CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY, INC. 

HELPING PEOPLE. CHANGING LIVES,  

FOR EVERY STAGE OF LIFE. 

CDL Training  Offered 

Peoria Citizens Committee for  
Economic Opportunity, Inc. 
711 W. McBean St. 
Peoria, IL 61605 

THE PROMISE OF  

COMMUNITY ACTION 

 

Community Action changes people's 

lives, embodies the spirit of hope,  

improves communities, and makes 

America a better place to live.   
 

We care about the entire community, 

and we are dedicated to helping 

people help themselves and each 

other.  

Meet the HS/EHS Parent Policy Council 

Parent Policy Council 
is a formal structure of 
parents who partici-
pate in policy making 
and other decisions 
about your child’s 
Head Start or Early 
Head Start program.  
 Parent Policy 
Council members are 
made up of two types 
of representatives: parents of 
currently enrolled children and 
community representatives.   
 Parent Policy Council mem-
bers work in partnership with 
key management staff and the 
governing body to: develop, re-
view, and approve or disap-
prove funding applications and 

amendments; program plan-
ning, selection and enrollment 
priorities; annual self-
assessments; personnel poli-
cies; and decisions to hire or 
terminate personnel, to name a 
few. 
 This year’s Parent Policy Council:  
(Pictured above) LaTanya Brown, 

Aaron Dorsey 
(Secretary), Brittney 
Field, Quincy Artis, Anto-
nio Brooks 
(Chairperson), Andrea 
Smith, Raymon Closen 
(Treasurer), Jaquala 
Williams.  Not pictures: 
Evanna Thomas, Jamar 
Johnson, Brinda 
Warfield, Eryck Warfield, 
Kadeia McElmurry, Mar-
lena Williams, Darius 

Williams, Jerricka Rencher, Sundra 
Harris. 

December 17—Foster Grandparent Hol-

iday Sing-Along at Rosewood Nurs-

ing Home 10:15am 

December  18— Head Start/Early Head 

Start Winter Wonderland  

December 17—January 5—Head Start 

on Holiday Break. Half Day Sites 

close on 12/17.  Full Day Sites close 

on 12/18 

December 24—Offices CLOSED 

December 25—Offices CLOSED for 

Christmas 

December 31—Offices CLOSED 

January 1—Offices CLOSED for New 

Years Day 

In case of closures due to inclement 

weather, check with local TV stations 

or online at www.cinewsnow.com 

 PCCEO will be offering occupational training to eligi-

ble clients in 2016.  Commercial Driver License training will 

be offered free to residents of Peoria County who meet in-

come eligibility requirements in addition to other qualifica-

tions. 

 Training will take place Monday through Thursday for 

Six weeks beginning January 5, through February 19, 2016, 

from 9:00am until 1:00pm at Carver Community Center, 710 

W. Third Street in Peoria. 

 Training includes, but is not limited to, Commercial 

Drivers License, Customer Service Skills, Workplace Readi-

ness Skills, First Aid and CPR.  CDL training will prepare 

the client to drive buses and work for PCCEO Head Start/

Early Head Start, Peoria District 150 Schools, or CityLink. 

 Applicants for this program must be a Peoria County 

Resident and at least 21 years of age.   They must possess 

a valid driver’s license issued by the Illinois Secretary of 

State.   

 Proof of income for the past 90 days must be pre-

sented.  Documentation for this may include but is not lim-

ited to:  Public Aid Statement, Unemployment Statement,  
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Administration 
Central Illinois Catering 

Emergency Services 
Energy Assistance 
Human Resources 

Media Services 
Weatherization 

(309) 671-3900 
 

Foster Grandparents 
(309) 671-3950 

Peoria Area Food Bank 
(309) 671-3906 

OKPARA Leasing 
(Affordable Housing) 

(309) 673-1508 

 

Early Head Start 
Administration 
(309) 495-5254 

Pierson Hills 
(309) 839-2106 

Harrison 
(309) 672-6522 ext. 6851 

 

HEAD START CENTERS 
Webster 

(309) 671-3960 

Trewyn 
(309) 671-3958 

Manual 
(309) 672-6600 

Sterling 
(309) 672-6557 

Urban League 
(309) 673-7474 

3 

2 

Foster Grandparents  

Share Thanksgiving 

www.facebook.com/peoriacommunityaction 

 The PCCEO Foster Grandparent Program hosted their an-
nual Thanksgiving Luncheon on November 19.  The past few 
years, the Foster Grandparents have invited area homeless 
veterans and staff from the Veterans Affairs office to join them 
for lunch, and FGPs honored them again this year.  There were 
15 veterans and staff that joined the 44 FGP volunteers for 
lunch catered by Moma G’s Catering. 

 Before lunch was served, students from the PCCEO Head 
Start classrooms that are based at Trewyn Pavilion sang 
songs, recited the Pledge of Allegiance, and presented the vet-
erans with “badges” they had made during their class. 

 During the month prior to the luncheon, donations of toilet-
ries were collected through the Foster Grandparent Program, 
and at PCCEO offices.  These items were presented to the VA, 
to be distributed to those veterans who need them 

 Stephanie Green, FGP Director, wishes to thank all who 
attended the luncheon, those who donated toiletry items, the 
students of PCCEO Head Start at Trewyn, and Sara Runyon 
from the Veterans Affairs office in making this year’s luncheon 
an enjoyable event for the Foster Grandparent volunteers, and 
the veterans that were honored that day. 

Community Core Work Day 

“This is a great opportunity for 

more people to get involved in 

the neighborhood.  These raised 

beds will help us reap more veg-

etables; we 

should have a 

beautiful har-

vest.”  Martha 

Riley, Smith 

Street Neigh-

borhood Asso-

ciation presi-

dent and resi-

dent within the 

Community 

Core Initiative 

help lead a 

group of 15 

residents in 

constructing raised beds for 

three community gardens on 

Kettelle, Martin, and Smith 

streets. 

Residents and volunteers dedi-

cated their Saturday morning, 

November 14
th
 to setting up 

these community gardens that 

will be ready for the 2016 grow-

ing season.  One neighbor that 

lived outside of the core ex-

pressed her excitement for this 

project. “These gardens will ben-

efit us all.  It takes a village; if we 

do a little bit here, and a little bit 

there, it will create a ripple effect 

of hope and 

change.” 

The Community 

Core Initiative is 

a partnership be-

tween PCCEO 

and the Greater 

Peoria LISC of-

fice.  This part-

nership has pro-

duced visible im-

provements 

through paint, 

landscaping, and 

exterior repair 

projects to prop-

erties within the 1600-1800 

blocks of Martin, Kettelle, Butler 

and Smith (1600-1700 block). 

CDL Training Offered (cont. from page 1) 

record of Food Stamps, Medical 

Card, Child Support Statement 

or proof of subsidized housing.  

Additionally, applicants must 

present photo ID, and Social Se-

curity Cards for everyone in the 

household 

 Applicants must be able 

to read and speak the English 

language sufficiently to converse 

with the general public, and to 

understand highway traffic signs 

and signals. 

 Background checks and 

drug screenings will be adminis-

tered to applicants.   

SPACE IS VERY LIMITED 

FOR THIS PROGRAM! 

Deadline for Application 

is December 18, 2015. 

 Anyone interested in this 

free training is encouraged to 

apply as soon as possible, as 

space is very limited. 

 

 Contact Jennifer M. 

Orban, CSBG Manager at (309) 

671-3900 for more information 

or apply at PCCEO, 711 W. 

McBean Street in Peoria. 

 Funding for this project is 

provided under the Community 

Services Block Grant Program 

administered by the Illinois De-

partment of Commerce and Eco-

nomic Opportunity. 
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