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PEORIA CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY, INC. 

HELPING PEOPLE. CHANGING LIVES,  

FOR EVERY STAGE OF LIFE. 

President/CEO Celebrates 40 

Years of Service 

Peoria Citizens Committee for  
Economic Opportunity, Inc. 
711 W. McBean St. 
Peoria, IL 61605 

THE PROMISE OF  

COMMUNITY ACTION 

 

Community Action changes people's 

lives, embodies the spirit of hope,  

improves communities, and makes 

America a better place to live.   
 

We care about the entire community, 

and we are dedicated to helping 

people help themselves and each 

other.  

Head Start Recruitment for 2015-2016 School 

Year Starts February 23
rd 

 Nationally, Community Ac-
tion celebrated 50 years last year, 
and as PCCEO prepares to cele-
brate it’s on 50th anniversary, we 
wish to acknowledge the dedicated 
service of our own President/CEO, 
McFarland A. Bragg II.  
 Mr. Bragg has served our 
agency and our community for 40 
years in January! He began his ca-
reer at PCCEO volunteering as an 
online personality for the agency’s 
radio show “Music with a Message” 

in 1973.  In 1974 he joined PCCEO’s staff full time as Statis-
tician, and later Planning Assistant. 
 After completing his Bachelors of Science in Busi-
ness Management and Administration at Bradley University, 
Mr. Bragg took the position of Head Start Director in June of 
1975. Mr. Bragg has also held positions of Associate Direc-
tor/Office Management, Associate Director/Field Operations, 
Associate Director/Education & Youth Services and Assis-
tant Director of Office of Community Development. 
 In 1993, Mr. Bragg accepted the position of Executive 
Director of the Agency and has since seen his title changed 
to President and CEO. We are proud and honored to have 
Mr. Bragg leading our organization! 

Training  
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JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2015 

VOLUME 24 

ISSUE 1 

 Families who are plan-

ning to enroll their children in 

Head Start program for the 

2015-2016 school year will 

need to do so before by May 

15, 2015. Student selection for 

the upcoming school year will 

be completed by May 31, 2015. 

Everyone who completes an 

application and whose child is 

eligible to be enrolled after May 

31
st
 will be placed on a Wait 

List. There is no guarantee 

that a child who is place on 

the Wait List will be en-

rolled in the program dur-

ing the school year. 

 Families whose chil-

dren will be enrolled for the 

2015-2016 school year 

will be notified by letter 

no later June 30
th.  

The 

letter will inform the parents of 

the center location, room num-

ber the teacher and bus route. 

 To be eligible for Head 

Start, a child must live in Peoria 

County, be three years old by 

September 1
st
 and meet the in-

come guidelines. 

 The Urban Weatherization Initiative 
Program has begun it’s first round of 
Building Performance Institute (BPI) 
training for the year.   Training includes 
but is not limited to basic safety/OSHA 
10 hour certification, BPI Residential 
Building Envelope Whole House Air 
Leakage Control Installer, Workplace 
readiness skills (resume writing, inter-
viewing), and BPI Oral and Hands on Ex-
am.   
 Training is available to eligible appli-
cants who are residents of Peoria Coun-
ty over the age of 18.  Applicants must 
have a high school diploma or GED and 
a valid Driver’s License or state ID.  Ap-
plicants must also pass TABE testing at 
an 8th grade level or higher, and pass a 
drug screening. 
 Additional classes will be held 
throughout the year. Anyone interested 
in training should call Piper at 617-3900 
ext. 289 for more information.   



Administration 
Central Illinois Catering 

Emergency Services 
Energy Assistance 
Human Resources 

Media Services 
Small Business Assistance 

Weatherization 

(309) 671-3900 
 

Foster Grandparents 
(309) 671-3950 

Peoria Area Food Bank 
(309) 671-3906 

OKPARA Leasing 
(Affordable Housing) 

(309) 673-1508 

Spring Grove  
Development 
(309) 497-1098 

 

Early Head Start 
Administration 
(309) 495-5254 

Pierson Hills 
(309) 839-2106 

Valeska Hinton 
(309) 282-0222 

Harrison 
(309) 672-6522 ext. 6851 

 

HEAD START CENTERS 
Webster 

(309) 671-3960 

Trewyn 
(309) 671-3958 

Manual 
(309) 672-6600 

Sterling 
(309) 672-6557 

Urban League 
(309) 673-7474 
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Head Start Plans for  

Black History Month 
Residential Weatherization Available  

www.facebook.com/peoriacommunityaction 

 PCCEO Head Start has a full month of activities planned 

to celebrate National Black History Month.  

 The first week of February, Head Start students were 

treated to guest story 

tellers. Webster Head 

Start students were visit-

ed by Vicci Brooks from 

PCCEO’s Energy De-

partment, Cynthia Smith 

from Lincoln Branch Li-

brary, and Cassaundra 

Powell, PCCEO Board 

Chairperson.  Students 

at Trewyn heard stories 

from June Tyler and Marilyn Ragler, and Manual students were 

entertained with stories told by Harreld Webster, Marilyn Wag-

ner, Virgil Marshall, Larry Ivory, Dona Jackson and Heather 

Young.  Sterling students heard stories told by members of 

Sigma Gamma Rho, and Mary Ortiz. 

 The second week of Black History Month will be dedicat-

ed to art.  Children’s art will be displayed at all centers, and in 

the Webster Gym.  On February 10, artist Ryan Reed will visit 

Trewyn and Manual Head Start students at Trewyn Head Start, 

to discuss creativity in art.  Also on the 10th, Brittany Bush and 

Shuntia Rutherford will engage students in an art project 

“Magical Painting.” 

 The week of February 16, Students will focus on music 

in their classes during the week.  Tamara Butler’s step team 

will perform for students at Webster Head Start at 10am. 

 Wrapping up Black History Month, students will  

focus on  drama.  The annual Black History  

Program will be held on February 26th  

at 10am and at 2pm, featuring  

short skits by Webster  

Head Start students. 

Energy Department Gets a Makeover 

PCCEO, Inc. Residential Weatherization Pro-
gram is now accepting applications from homeown-
ers desiring to have their homes weatherized. The 
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportuni-
ty’s purpose for the Residential Weatherization Pro-
gram is to 1) Create jobs and increase skills and ca-
reer opportunities for the under/ unemployed; 2) Im-
prove energy efficiency and reduce energy costs in 
disadvantaged communities; and 3) Stimulate local 
economies by purchasing supplies from local distrib-
utors and manufacturers. 

Residential Weatherization Program benefits 
low-income households and communities and gen-
erates an average energy cost savings of $300 per 
home each year. Professionally trained weatheriza-
tion auditors/inspectors perform on-site home ener-
gy audits using state of the art equipment to identify 
out-side drafts, and inspect heating and cooling sys-
tems for efficiency.  

Weatherization crews seal off air leaks, in-
stall insulation, make modifications to (or replace) 
existing heating systems, and make minor repairs to 
ensure safety. Once installed, these energy saving 
measures help reduce heating and cooling costs for 
years to come. 

This program is offered on a first come first 
served basis. No preference is given to applicants 
based on age. You may also be eligible for assis-
tance if your income meets the federally established 
income guidelines of an income equal to or less 

than 60% of the Area Median In-come. (Area Medi-
an Income or AMI is used to determine eligibility in a 
variety of state and federal programs.  

Service area for the Residential Weatheriza-
tion Program includes Peoria County with emphasis 
on zip codes 61602, 61603, 61604, 61605, and 
61606.  Recipients may receive a maximum benefit 
of up to $6,500 (per unit).  Qualified applicants must 
own their home. If it is a multi-family housing com-
plex, the owner, must live in one of the units. Multi-
family buildings only apply to buildings with 2-6 
units. Mobile homes are not eligible.  

To apply for services or to get additional in-
formation on the Residential Weatherization Pro-
gram, contact Robin Gathers, PCCEO Urban 
Weatherization Department, 427 W. Main St., Peo-
ria, IL  61606, 309.671.3900, ext. 285. 

 The Energy Services department was tem-

porarily relocated for a few days in January to allow 

for some renovations.  PCCEO hopes our clients 

were not overly inconvenienced by the change of 

location, but we feel the improvements to the de-

partment will benefit both clients and staff.  There is 

still a little work to be done to finish the space, but 

staff and clients are once again in the department 

area.  This space also includes Weatherization ser-

vices, Emergency Services and provides access to 

the Central Illinois Catering lunch counter. 

Household  

Size 

30 Day  

Income 

Annual Income 

1 $2,335 $28,020 

2 2,665 31,980 

3 3,000 36,000 

4 3,330 39,960 

5 3,660 43,920 

6 3,990 47,880 
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